DATES OF
INTEREST

May 15 thru 19
Matonal Transportation Week
May 17
Operation Lifesaver Day
May 20 thru October 7
Aails Across the Rocides
an hestonc exhibition about ralrmedng in e
Pacific Northwest
Livingston Depolt Center
May 28
Memorial Day Holiday
June 15 and 16
Hailroad Law Seminar
Missoula
June 24
MAL Missouls Golf Outing
July 4
independence Day Holiday
August 1
Deadiine for entaring 1995
Annual Employes Phoio Contast
August 25
MAL Laurel Goll Outing
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J.B. Hunt takes a ride on MRL

rucks have laken business away
I rom the radimads for years,

Although intermodal conlinues 1o
ba a real growth area for raliroads, it's
been a struggie. A dramatic breakthrough
in the tradiional relationship between
truck Enes and raiiroads ook place m
1883 when J.B. Hunt Transpor began
using the Santa Fe Rallway to move
trailers. making It ona

cortamers and trailers. 1| operatss 20
tenminais across the United States and has
offices m Canada and Mexico. The core
business is carrying dry van, truckicad
freight. but it has diversified into several
ather speciaized areas inchading a Hatbed
division, intermodal, 5 partnership with a
Maxican camier o inledine fraight belween
the U.S. and Mexico, a specialired
commodities divicion

of the first truciang
COMpanes 1o rnscog-
nize the efficency of
using rail for long
dislance mMoves, bakong
advaniage in the
ability 10 Move mong
tresigiht wilth fewer
powear units. Since
that ome J.B. Hunt has
grown 0 be one of the
ralrosd ndustry’'s
bigges! customerns
now puthing more han
6.000 trailer or
container loads on rail
each woek

J4.B. Hunt,
chaxirman of J. B, Hurmi
Transport Services,
InC.. is the drving
force. He is also well
acquasntsd with
Montana Rad Link owner Dennis Washing-
ton and with ocur prescdent Bill Brodsky
Mr. Hunt and Payl Berganm, executive vice
president marketing and general counsel,
accepiad an invitation 1o get a Rrsthand
look at the railroad operations traveling
frorn Missoula o Laurad in our business
car. the Silver Cloud on February 15

J4 B. Hunt startad hes company in 1962
sallng noe hulls as pouttry liter and in
1968, bowught his first trucking authority
With the passage of the Motor Camier At
of 1980, the company was in an excellent
position to grow aggressively, Today, J
B. Hunt Transpon Sennces. Inc . is the
largesi truckioad camer in the Unied
States with over 7,000 trucks and 20,000

J.B Hunt, chasmman of J 8. Hunf
Fransport Sanaces. Inc | on the rear
platicormn of the Sever Cloud af Laursl

that hauls hazardous
malenals and hazard-
0us wESle producs,
and a subsidiary that
provites, dedicated
logishe managamant
sarvices 10 shippars
Corporate headquar-
lers are locaied n
Lowsli, AR, where
over 1,200 of it's more
than 12,000 employ-
eas work. Today
ravenues are more
than ona billion doitars
and the compary can
boast a 2200%
revenue growth since
going public st len
years 2go. Ths
explosive growth can
be atiributad 1o Mr
Hunt's Tmagination as
well a5 s delammunation (o succeed

In 1992, 4 8 Hunt began acguinng
25,000 domestic containgrs to take
advaniage of double stack lechnology. It's
obvious .J. B. Hunl Transpon will continue
10 be a major user ol raliroad intermodal
sarvices. I is entirely fitting that Mr, Hunt
was honored as the Transportation Man of
the Yaar by the New York Traffic Club in
February

S0 next time you have & chancsa o
watch an intermodal train pass, don be
surprisad o see a few J.B. Hun trallers or
containges. In ceriain parts of the country,
il could be a whole trainload of his equip-
mant! @




Newsbriefs

B Pianning for a busy year Maintenance of way capital improvement projects for 1995
top $10.5 million. The scheduled work includes installabon of 90,000 cross Bes, nine
track miles of new rail, surlacing 250 track miles, undercutting 18.5 miles (see arlicie on
pape 7). fieid welding 1.500 joints. new track equipment and vehicies, signal work. and
environmental work. In addition starting thes summer, the Bridge & Building depanment
will begin & two-year proiec! 0 rehabilitgts Fish Creeh Brigge. The work will include new
bearing plates, stifiener angles. cover plates and an improved suppod sysiem for the
deck piale girdars. The work will mcrease the Coopers load rating from EG2 to ESQ

B School's oul, but... The first phase of Defta Leadership Traming for MAL managers
wr2pped-up on May 19. Owver the pasi tew months, 12 sess:ons were conducted with
135 graduates. Phase || will siari this fall with semmars planned for skill enhancement
and development. Reinforcement and conlinued improvemnent in thess areas empha-
sizes owr focus on being a “Senace Industry and People Business ® Befter communica-
tions and problem sobving i whal it's all about

B No accident Our incentive program to sfiminate wastatul expenditures caused by
accigents s continuing in 1935 i we can achieve a 25% reduction in acciden! expense
over the live-year average. employees will receive a $300 bonus &t year end. Eligibles
employees are those who have worked a minimum of 1000 hours during the calendar
year and are empioyed by e company & year end. Lst's go for i

B Oh reeldy? We're going 10 bé in the movies again.  Dark Terniones Productions
fiimed a few scenes for an upcoming pictune entitted Uinder Siege I stamng Steven Segal

{tum o Mewsbnels on page 3)

Wanted: ‘
your photos |

EHELE SN ﬁ |

Employee
Photo Contest

Look for the rules and entry forms
stuffed with payroll information
and at all work locafions soon

B Cash prizes!

Jn Tribute ta

Doug Dicken
for being a good friend
Doug Dicken is a retired Birlington Northem clark/vehicle driver in Spokane,
WA  For severzl years ona of his jobs was to haul our crews to and from the
hotel accommodabons while laying over in Spokane. His inendly countanance
wis welcomed by our crews especially during the early part of our operafions
when running nto Yardiey was new o most everyong. My, Dickan was diag-

nosed with lerminal cancer in December. On Decamber 22, 1594 Dave Armold
left and Jerry Lambert, righl. presented Doug with a plague in recognition of his
contribution o making the operations nun smoothly

| BlueCross BlueShicld
- of Montana

Healthy leesurance Claim Questions?
(Call Blue Cross/Blue Shield of
Montana
in Helena, toll free at
1-800-447-7828
or for preauthorization of treatments,
call
Managed Care Montana
1-800-635-5271
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Car loads for the fira quaner of 1995, wotaled 74,150, pp 5,288 or 3.2% for the period compared w
the same peniosd af 1954, Doven by beavy movemesis of oom and soybeans moving to the Paciiic
Northwesl for expon. bradge waffic jumped by 9,805 can or 565 while business tha MHEL
onginates or erminades decreased by | 144 cars or 6. 7% . Reduoed movements of lime. lumber and
related products due o poor market conditions and mill chosanes contribeed 1o the decline

Newsbriefs (continued from page 2)

on gur Bne. The shooting took place 21 Fish Creek Bridge wes! ol Missoula on April 18
and 20. Segal wasn there, but Dale Bennetl, Dave Cook and Marty Pluth of the B&B
depariment made up for his absence. Photo, tum 1o page 5.

B Denim doings An excursion train, "The Biue Jean Special.® ran from Halana to
Garrison and retum on Mach 18. “Engineered” by Russ Ritter, Washington
Corporation's director of corporate and government relations, Pat Kaim, BN's director of
govemnmment affairs and MAL locomotive engineer and BLE legislative representative
Dave Ditzel, the outing gave more than 200 of the Montana legisiative delegation and
others an opportunity to leam a bit about the business of railmading. The cuting alzo
honored longtime Montana Power Company lobbyisi and noted raiifan John Lahr. An
Dperation | fesaver exhibit heiped 1o demonsirate our focus on safety issues. Burlington
Norham fumeshed business cars Fox River, Red River, Skagit River and powsr car
Stampede Pass. Montana Westem, their Operation Lifesaver theme caboose and MRL,
locomotives 391 and 652. Photos, tum fo page 4

B Rsail-vues A senes of excurson trains will be operatimg over our

werd-u tljl'ﬂﬂﬂ.-l'l Ber'mn
7 t seems everybody is getfing on the
inlormabon super highway these days

and we'né no exception. Rapid exchange
of inlormation is the key to staying on top
of things. We are working with the
Washington Corporations Data Processing
Deparment o connect many of our
locations ingethar 10 SUPPON CoMputes

Using a "Wide Area Network." mos! of
WC's major companies are being con-
nected with Mssoula. The new network
replaces more ExXpEnsve communication
Iimes that supported only the AS/400
computer. Now sl computers, including
parsonal computers or PCs (MBL currantly
has 120 of tham in usa) will be connectad
1o suppon transmission of vanous docu-
ments and E-mail as well as the Burington
MNorthem's new yard management system
called TOMS an acronym for Terminal
Operating Manageman! System

Teaming up with US West communi-
cations, upgrades have already been
compietad linkung the Missoula headquar-
ters with SRY, Kasler ang Pomperoy
Comporations. Jon Gjersing, director of
data procassing, and Mike Blohm,
communications lechnician, expect o have
added Livingston Running Repair and five
locations at Laurel Yard by the end of
June. The goal is o pravide all users ol
PCs the abilty o communicate alficently
with everyone at MAL, all Washington
Companies, BN and some suppliers such
as Terry Payne & Company. This network
also aliows the data processing support
stafl to reach out through the network o
assis! usars and upgrade software. Talk

about wired. ......1Il @
e BT SO 8 SRS TR e Py Westepa

SoTorEece

lina starting May 31. Rail Views Limited. based in Sandpoint, ID, &=
the operator. MAL will provade the locomotives and engine crews fos
the trains. The first sefies, calied the Northemn Parks Limited, will run
between Paradisse and Livingston starting on June 2. The Montana
Rockies Daylight series of trips start July 28 running on a four-day
round inp schedule betwean Sandpoint and Lawrel

{turm to Newsboels on page 4)

AMantanance of way machuns opergiors gof some pood [rainng and safeTy
IETTRELION i prepanaiion for the work sesson. Wie contracted with Buringion
Norifwen for e mobile cizssmom and nstnuciors.  The program manies feo-
diy siops in Missouls and Livingsion.  Pictunid hera 5 Ihe Livingsion class on

March 24 Marly Rau pholo




Newsbriefs (continued from page 3)

B Pipeline on wheels With the Apnl 21 shutdown of the
Yellowstone Pipeline through the Flathaad Indian Resenation
nofihwest of Missoula came an opportunity to haul diessi and jot
lued by rall. The track sarving the Conoto tank farm in Helena
was rehabiitated and we are now handiing about 47 1ank car
loads per waek 10 Spokans, WA, whars the product is disinbuted
as lar west as Ellensburg and as far south as Pasco and
Hennewick. Exxon USA's East Bilings refinery is also affected
They are moving ihe same products fo Spokane

B Where's Bob Vila when we need him? This Old House
aside. the customer service area m fhe General Office Buiding is
slated for a face il starting in June. New work siations will be
instalied along with new carpet and a redesigned ficor plan to
improve funcionsiity, enhance working conditions and traffic
flow

B New equipment We are leasing 50 new gondola cars from
US. Laasing Capital. Being built by Trinity Industries at M|
Orab, OH, the camns have 286,000 pound gross rail imil, 52-foot
inside length with 2.743 cubic foo! capacity. MAL will also
purchasa 100 new covered hoppers lor grain sarvice from Theall
Car in Chicago Heights. IL. Using Thrall's side sifl design, the
cars will have trough hatches, 30° x 30" discharge gates, 5,150
cubic feet capacity and a 286,000 pound gross radl Bmit. The
cost s §5.4 million and delivery is expectad dunng the 2nd
guarter of 1996 Always on the lookout for more power, we
bought two switch engines in December and January. Now
numberad 51 and 52, the pair are EMD modal SW1500s that
were onginally Inland Steal Co. units 119 and 122 built in May
1968 and January 1970

B Safety news..some bad, some good Our Cumulste
Casualty Rate companson stands at 5.7 incidents per 200,000
man-nours throwgh Apnl companed to 4.73 lor the same penod
last year. The good néws is the Mainterance of Way ares
Numbering 172 parsons, this group recently compisted a 145-
day penocd without A reporable injury

B Partnership at work Starting May 15, misrmodal traing 20
and 24, originating in Seattle and Portiand, run through Spokane
lo Laurel where they are switched into 13 biocks. No. 20
continues on to its destination ol Memphis, TN via Norfhitown
and No. 24 1o Kansas City wvia the Greybull line and Denver BN
(turn to MNewsbhneis on page 5)

A A mme-tfonored edéorr. Pat Kaam companes walches with Auss
Hitter in preparaion for the departure of the Blue Jean Special whils Bob
Fox Operaion Liesaver coordinalor observes. W The depol plstfiorm in
Helans is cowed a5 passengars board the Specal o d tnp over ihe
Contmanial Daata  See Newstmels Ior more rformanon

A Super Trucks rsady o go. in ihis group, wo wan o fhe sechons af
Fronchtown and Belorsde, one 1o the Bridoe & Busicing deparimentl and
o 1o e mechanica! depariment

Two recent aodtons o our 140-un diesel roster ane EMD SW1500s
No. 5T and, pechured fvve &l Lvengsion, and No. 52 Bult in 565 ad 1
70. they wese ongeally owned by Iniand Steel  Brian Hailds phoso




“Rocky IV”': we're not taking it for granite

, we'ra nof talking about 3 ceflulox
\ sagued 1o another Sytvester
Staflone movie, we're talking rock

Thal is, the kund usad for balflast on our
rairoad rack.

Bahast is ortical 1o good Irack
struciure (see related arficle on page T)
For several years, we got our ballast at the
McOuamie Pit near Missoula

In 1991, Don Peressinl, then president
of Washingion Consiruction, suggesied a
ceposit of basal on the eas! side of the
Continental Divide near Pipestons, MT on
BLM property Conda Mining. a contract
mining company and ona of the Washing-
ton Companies, leased the land (50 acres
e 10 years), secured the necessary
pormits and began developing the property
in 1992, In 1993, 120000 fons wens
crushed with MAL purchasing 102 000
tons. Conda crushed over 100,000 tons in
1594, The '95 season promises big
changes; not only will MAL agan gei
about 100,000 tons, bul Burlington
Northem is purchasing aboul 180,000
lons.

Water was a problem af the sie. The
rafmoad reguires the rock fo be washed 1o
remove dust and geclogists said there was
no water available at the quarry. The first
well drilled down on the valley fioor was
not adequate and requared pumping tha
water through a 4 B00-foot line up the
mouniain 1o 8 resanvoit. Another waler
Source was needed o0 make this a viabls
operation. This past February, Conda
called on LeRoy Johnson, a waler dowser
Using his inherent skills and the traditionsl

phece ol willow lor a divining rod, Johnson
checked the quarry site. When the willow
branch tumed downward pointing to a spot
on the ground, he sakd, “Dnll here._there's
water about 250 feet down.” Al the 180
foot level, the dnil hit water and it followed
the bit right out of the hole. Theay had
struck an artasian well with a flow of about
five galions per minute. No water, ha?

The guarry operation employs 12
including Carey Eisanbarth, siperinian-
dent. Tha day shift works from 700 am
o about 5:30 p.m. crushing he rock and
stockpding.  Washing 1akes place as the
roack 15 béng loaded into the rad cars. A |
three-man mamieEnance craw works at [
night io keep all of the machinery runming,
Contract blashng is done about every two |
1o thiee weeks

Conda Miming gol off 10 a rocky star
and it's gong to stay that way. That's what
we nead! @

Canyon on May 13 en oeite from Pipestons PR
o the BN's Forsyth Subxdiveson

Takorsg the plunga  Mowe
PrOCRCTION COMEEANY s
loss & manneguin off Fish
Crsak Bridipoe.  The camera
crew o posfioned 145 fset
Ditioni 10 c2ich e Scion
Dave Cook and Daie
Bennett are on e wakway
wiiis Marty Phuth operates
the boom truck.  The Durk
Temitores orew nciuded
SSSeEiIN] CATETA TED
Jolnwry Karks, broffser of
Leured locomoineg enpinees
Lasry Karls

Newsbriefscontinued trom page 4)

is making the change 10 reduce swilching
in Spokane and traffic congestion on the
Coal Line through Wyoming and Ne-
braska: trackage tha! now handies 40 1o
50 trains pet day. We benefil by receiving
aoditonal Galesburg and St Louss traffic
The goal is 10 see improved train perfod-
TRancs

B Super-duper Our program o upgrade
our maintenance of way vehiclas moved a
big slep closer to complation in March with
the amval of more ‘Super Trucks.” so-
called because they are axtremely
funchional in design and flexible in 3 vaneaty
of uses. The Irucks fealure crew Cabs to
mprove personnel comion and safety. tool
bowes with four times the capaciy of the
oider vehicles. Perhaps most important o
the peopla using the vehicles is the
hydraulic system with the capacity o
power 3 variety lools like saws, drills,
tampers and hammers. On board ausiliary
heating sysiems mesn qQuick response
time in coid weather. Electric tools and
lighting can be operated with a 12 1o 120v.
power converier.  PBedurbished booms that
range in size from 27 to 46 fesl with a
capacity of 16,000 to 20,000 pounds are
another prominent lealure. The Super
truscks cost aboul $158.000 sach fully
oulfitted. Pholo, see page 4.

B That fela good feeling Montana Ral
Link i hosting a Rairoad Law Seminar n
Missoula on June 15 and 16 at the Village
Red Lion. The progam is designed 1o
inlorm those attending about Eability issues
dealing with grade: crossing actidants,
trespassing injuries and the Federal
Employers Liabfity Act. a federal law that
govermns how raiiroads handle employes
acodents and mjunaes. We anbicipate
hawving represantatives from several
regional and shor line railmads present as
well as MAL supervisors. Day one
includas a visit from Montana aftormey
genaral Joe Marurek. Several nationally
ranked speakers will make presentations

B Good biz Cenex recently incraased
movements of propane to thesr distnbubon
facility in Victor. We expect 10 handie
about 120 cars per year, Cascade Timber
esiablished a log transioading point in the
Van Evans Industrial Park in Missouls
Craig Thomas starfed a log loading
operation al Bass Siding near Hamillion. @




Should | save money on my own
or through a 401(k)?

Montana Rail Link employee phoned the payroll depariment recently and

was wondenng i he would be betier off saving money through a personal

savings account of through the company sponsored 401(k) plan, We
decided o run an analysis and let you decide.

The following example lustrales the difference batween Saving MOnNey 0N your gwn,
on an after-tax basis, and saving money through the 401(k) plan, on a before-tax
basis. The axampis breaks down differences in federal incoms 1ax. take home pay,
employee savings, and employer contribution. The analyss assumes thal the
employee =8 saving the same parcentage ol gross incoms, regardiess of the siralegy
chosen

Example: Employee earming $30,000 a year and assumng the employes is single.
claims rero deduchons on their 1ax retum, and does not temize deduchons.

Saving the typical Saving the

5 Way Alter Tams A0 (k) Way
Annual pay £30,000 £30,000
Before Tax Savings (4%) 50 $1.200
Taxabie Pay $30.000 528,800
Estimatod Federal inoome Tax $4.T58 54472
Pay Ater Taxes $5.042 $24.328
Afer tax savings (4% $1.200 S0
S24 042 $24.328
s
Armual pay £30,000 £30,000
Bsiove Tax Savings (8%) L] 52 400
Tazahls Pay £30.000 £27 600
Estmated Fedaral income Tax §4.758 4185
Fay Afier Taxes 25242 223414
Afer tax savings (B%) §2 400 80
Take Home Pay S22 B2 S23 414
: £30,000
Before Tax Savings (15%) £0 £4.500
Tazabie Pay 530.000 $25.500
Ezpmated Fedornl Income Tax $4.758 $3.588
Pay Afer Taxes 2s2e2 21012
After tax savings [15%] §4.500 $0
20 742 $21.912

Taka Home Pay

RO Tl O PR e

Assuming the above sirategies are implemented, fre bensfits ol saving monay
through the company sponsored 401(k) plan include an increase in ake home pay.
&n addiional amount deposited into your personal account from the company's
contribution, the opportunity o Ncraase your investmant with ten diffierent inves!-
ment oplions, and a decrease n ledaral and state income taxes caused by tha
deferral of income. @

Linetie Riska, Director General Accounting

Pessonnel Changes + Retirements
Track

_T
-

-——

Ke

Carter B. Meyer to manager of train
movemen! from carman a1 Missoula
eflective January 8

Michael J. Cox 1o manager of train
movement in Missoula effective January
23. Mr. Cox was formerly a train dis-
paicher with the Burfington Northem
Railroad in Fort Weorth, Texas.

Bruce E. Taylor o manager of train
movement from cusiomer S&rvice repre-
sentative eflective February 6

Jack L Gabrian to assistant general
foreman with hesdouaners at Laurel from
mechanical foreman effective April 10

G. Theodors Hagemo 1o manager of
training, rules and safety - operating from
trasnmasterroad foreman effective Apnl
20.

Linette A. Riska to director general

from section foreman at Laurel effective
May B

David L. Guptill. assistant
roadmaster al Helena, transfermed 1o
Livingsion effective May 8

Thomas G. Reffitt to temporary
special assignment as trainmaster
passenger sarvice from assistant
trainmastar al Laursl affactnve May 15,

Duane M. Parker 1o trammasienmoad
foreman with headquaners at Missoula
from locomative engineer effacive May 15

Retirements...

Pete F. Riesinger, a carman al
Laurel. March 30, 1995. Mr. Riesinger's
career spanned 33 years starling with the
MNorthemn Pacific.

Our bast wishes for 2 happy retire-
ment! @

It Meartx With Me




Q&A

Where did the name Laursd Annex
‘come from?

Even though most people familiar with this
interiocking plant at the west end of Laurnsd
Yard call i by thes name, the comect name
& “Lawrsl NX.* “NX" s nol the old
teiegraph office call letters. either. The
ntefocking planl was onginaily manutac:
twred by General Railway Signal Company
and the mode! of their interiocking machine
is “NX that is derived from the name
*Entrance/Exi” This interlocking was
originally instalied by the Northem Pacific
in 1920s and was controiied from a board
m the Laurel Depol. Latérs, the control was
redocaied tp the Missoula dispatcher's
office, but when the Burlington Northem
closed thatl down in 1985, it was moved 1o
the Bilings Dispalcher's Office. When
Montana Hall Link openad the new
dispaich centar in Missoula in July 1988,
control of Laurel NX once again moved
back to Missoula whers it remains

today. @

Laurs! carman Pete Riesinger 3t fes mtrement
party held on March 30

Farewell...

We atso =3y good bye and extend our
best wishes 1o Paul Adams who has
joined Wisconsin Central to head up their
locomolive engineer training program,
John Earll who is joining Bio-Septics. a
new company based n Missoula: and Jay
Wallace, formar loComotive engineer
dispaicher, Arganfing representative and
trainmaster, moved o Santiago, Chde
where ha has [aken 3 posilion as supserin-
tendent of transporiabon for Farrocaml det
Pacifico, S A_ a former stale-owned

Aiiroad undergoing privatization. @

Customer Profile:

MODERN

No. 24 in a senes ol
anlicies designed 10
acquaint us with our

MACHINERY customers

ou've landad the big contract

Now it's time 1o do the job you

said you could do. You've got
e know-how and the drve. sn1 hat
enough? Unfonunatety, no mattar how
miuch drivé you've ol you won'l get the
pobi dona if you dont have the righl
equpment. Thal's where Modem
Machinery comes in.  Modem Machin-
&ry i= a Montana-based construction
and mining equipmen| comparny with
years of expenence and giobal reach
They speciaiize in new and used
construction, loggng and mining
rmachinery and parts.  With over 30 lines
of eguipmen! including Komatsw/
Drasser, Ingersol Rand, and Cedar
Rapids, available for sale, as well as
one of the [argest rental Nlests in the
western United States and Canada, they
make a point of having what their
customers nead  Modem Machinery
has three slores: Spokane, Billings and
Missouls, that are self-reliant and

.\ggrmwelf commiilied o customer
safisfaction and growth. Each main-
tains an inventory of equipment. a
complete service dapanment siaffed
with trained lechnicians. They can
guarantee availability of pans o
cusiomars anywhere in the United
States of oversaas. Modem Machinary
was astablished in Spokane in 1944
Dennis Washington acquired the
company in November 1978 and added
the Billings store not long after. The
main office and Missoula store opened
after that Brian Shendan is president
Transportation maters are handied by
Bud Roy. equipment coordinator for the
Komatsu kne, Ron Brooks, equipment
coordinator in Spokane and Gary Walls
al Bilings. Momtana Rai Link sarvas
the Billings and Missoula stores and the
Burlington Northemn Railroad. the
Spokana

stoe @

it's a dirty job, but...

by Mark Simonson

& will be undercufting 18.5 miles

of track on Bazeman Pass this

summer. Whal is undercufiing?
It is the completa removal and replace-
ment of all of the ballast under tha track
with a highly specialized machine called a
ballast undercutter-cleaner. Basically a
large arm. not unilke a chain saw, digs
under the ties and pufis the ballast out. It
can remove a § to 18 inch depth in a single
pass. The ballast is then scooped on to
the machine where it s siflad 0 remove
urwanted matanal. The waste matenal is
conveyed to the Side and he remaining
rock that meets ballast specifications is
dumped back onto the track. Additional
new ballast is then astrbuted and the
track is lined and surtaced. The machineg
is capable of about 1/2 mile per day and
about 750 cubic yards per hour, We are
contracting for this senvice with Karshaw
Manufacturing.

Ballas! is the very foundation of good
track structura. its purpose is 1o hold the
track in ling angd maintain the surface while
providing support io the load transmitted
from the weight of a train. Without ballzst.
the bes would sink unevenly nio the
subgrade under the pressure of concen-
rated loads. Imegular-shaped ballast
paricies interiock with aach other and the
fies to ress the desturbing forces of
dynamic loads, thus helping to anchor the
track agains! lateral. veriical and longitudi-
nal forces. It is aiso allows for motsiure 1o
be drained away. This prevents frost
heaving o cold weather, retards the
growth of vegetation and exlends tie ife.
Over time, baliz<t becomes fouled, that is
the voids betwesn the rocks fill with dirt,
sand and other foreign matenal, creating
the need for clearung or undercutiing.

The Bozeman Pass projct is ax-
pectad to start June 26 and ke about two
manths 1o complete al a cosl of about §1
million. The work i necessary 10 ensure
that our track is kept in the bes! possibia
condition 10 provide uninlerruped service

o our cusiomess. @
M 5 3 % ey Dase] o bless g
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Foscos Stesl in GilEngs Duall whutl s Defeved o
be the legest ins= n Bilings, a 180-loot span
10 Euppor pipes from the Exxon USA rpfinesy Io
M new Yelowsions Energy Limited
Fartmershups' cogensration plam ¢ East! BaSngs
Fabrcaied af Roscoe’s plant on the wesl s of
Bilrgs. the Iruiss was moved on 3 spacal
Montarsa Rl Lok tram o e constracton sife
Picturad here on Jamsary 25, 3 peace of the
struchire is besng Mied edo place Ly Mayey
Biings Garefte photo

OUR U/l DUFFER
SA)s, "SEE YOU
W o A7 THE

[
ALY
Ru

GOLF OUTING!”

Ssturday, June 24, Now held n two
locations, of course (Polson and
Hamillon) And be sure fo replace
the divots.

Tt starts with me” may be Me hame of e Deta Leadership Trareng Program, but withou! & fine
cove of ermpioyes nstrectores  wowld have bean lough.  The mners wene honord wilft 3
resantation of plagues at the general siall meoting held in Helera on Aprll 25 Piclured here with
MAL presden: Bill Brodsky are. leff lo nght. Dave Guptil. Jecguie Duhame. Jack Gabrian. Mr.
Brodsky, Fred Feuerbacher. Cathy Richardson s~ Dave Cook. Not pictured 1 Paul Adams

wig has el the oompary




