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Introduction

The Friends of the Burlington Northern Railroad (FOBNR) historical society was
chartered in 1993 to gather, preserve, and share information about the history
and the current operations of the Burlington Northern Railroad. In 1996 following
the merger between Burlington Northern and Santa Fe, the group voted to follow
the Burlington Northern from 1970 to 1995 and the BNSF from 1995 to the
present. The Group's quarterly publication, The BN Expediter, is the voice of the
organization that shares news about the group's activities, BN historical data, and
current operations of the railroad. The society also has an annual convention at
some location on the BNSF system with programs, tours, displays, a banquet with
a keynote speaker, lots of railfanning, and a business meeting.

This slide show highlights the June 5-8, 2019 FOBNR Convention in Overland
Park, KS. The convention committee was Benjamin Hucker, Dave Poplawski ,
Ewan Shortess, John Adams, and Mark Steenwyk.

We hope you N-Joy the slide show!


http://www.fobnr.org/expediter/expediter.htm
http://www.fobnr.org/convention/information.htm
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John, Ben, Dave, Mark, Vasyl and Aric pose next to Murray Yard after an enjoyable operating
session on Joe Kasper’s N-scale BN layout based on St. Joseph and Ft. Scott Subdivisions.

Dave Poplawski photo.
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Dave seems a lot confused by the ’ZfTC panel at Joe Kasper’'s BN Layout’

Mark Stee'nwyk photo.
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Mark, Ben, Dave, Vasyl and Aric pose in front of the cre ard at Bill Hirts' HO-scale CB&
layout based around Hannibal, MO.

Dave Poplawski photo.w
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Ben, yardmaster at West Alton, talks with Vasyl about the train he just pulled into the yard on
Bill Hirt's HO scale layout. Dave Poplawski photo.
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Following registration at the Hyatt Place
Overland Park Conference Center, we
adjourn for dinner at Jack Stack BBQ in

Overland Park, KS.
Above photo source: iy
https://www.jackstackbbq.com/overland-park/a/oveSSng=

Right Photo by Benjamin Hucker.


https://www.jackstackbbq.com/overland-park/a/overland-park/
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Mark Steenwyk, Locomotive Engineer, BNSFE
Railway, presented the evening program on
Railroads and Railfanning in the area. He substituted
for Ewan Shortess as Ewan had to work the “hot
seat” in Argentine Yard this night.
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THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF
RAILROAD SCIENCES

National Academy of Railroad Sciences (N2 phnson Cour ommuni
Overland Park, KS.




Thursday Morning June 6

National Academy of Railroad Sciences Tour
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“Burlington Thunder” by Robert West.
Painting at NARS.
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Thursday Morning June 6

National Academy of Railroad Sciences Tour

“Genealogy of
BNSF Railway”
hanging in the
halls at NARS.

Aric Van de Vord
Photo.

For over 150 years, BNSF and its predecessors helped to drive thei l?:;::h
of our nation and economy. BNSF Railway’s 390 lpredn'egesso:; ra ‘o
established a legacy of innovation, enterprenet‘mal spirit, and visi y
thinking that continues to this day.
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Jurscday Morning June ©

al Acacderny of Rallroad Sciences Tour

.....

Thomas is at the throttle of the Iocomoti\fe simulator at NARS
what’s happening on the simulation. Thomas ran it like a pro.

r Bob McNay explains
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Thursday Morning June 6

National Academy of Railroad Sciences Tour

1

Aric (above) and John (right) take their
turns on the Simulator at NARS.
Mark Steenwyk Photos.



Thursday Morning June 6
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Photos of Dave taking his turn on the F ‘. Li 2,

Simulator at NARS. Instructor Bob McNay explaining the controls.
Mark Steenwyk photos above and above right.
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Thursday Morning June 6
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Diesel Lab at NARS.

Kent Charles Photo.
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Thursday Morning June 6

National Academy of Railroad Sciences Tour

Brake Lab at NARS.
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From Left: Thomas watches as the NARS instructor demonstratés the crane simulation in t
classroom at NARS.
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Natiohal. Academy of Railroad Sciences Tour

i . b ;.- 5 "'.’ \- ‘.:' : ;’ - ..I_.l rie, "!: "
IRy, Dave, Thomas, Petgigark;;Annette, Dr. Telgy Harrison (tour HE
DIELIIESY NARS), and Vasyl inside igliibdeled caboose at NARS. %
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Aric Vah de Vord photo.
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No matter what direction you go, you will find FOBNR members and the former BN lines.
Central hallway intersection at NARS.
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2019 Convention
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R Mark Steenwyk photo.
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st Thursday Afternoon June 6

Railfanning

Z-WSPNBYS8-06L, BNSF 4196 Headed west on the Emporia Subdivision Milepost 32.

Mark Steenwyk photo.
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Above: Thomas, Terry, Dan, Vincent, Vasyl,
and Ben waiting for another westbound
train near the Coleman warehouse on the
Emporia Sub (BNSF Transcon) at Gardner,
KS. Aric Van de Vord Photo.

Right: BNSF 6571 splits the Intermediate
Signals at MP 32. Mark Steenwyk photo.
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Hlamozrsnio and Bozird masgtings

Some of
Peter’s
Collection of
BN Items on
Display at the
Hotel.

Mark Steenwyk
photos.



Fricay Morning Jupe 7

BMNSF Topalka Shops Tour

Prior to the Topeka Shops tour, Some of us did a little railfanning.
Locomotives lined up for Class Overhaul at Topeka Shop, the string on the left just arrived on
the D KCKTOP from Argentine Yard. BNSF 2871 (lower center of photo) is pre-BN 2/1/1964 in

W Burlington, IA (Probably the CBQ), currently GP39-2R. Ewan Shortess photo.
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2019 Convention

Friclay Morning June 7
BNSF Topeika Snops Tour
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While waiting for
our whole group to
arrive, we shot
some damaged
locos from the
parking lot.



rricdzly Hlorning Jins ;
BNSF Topeaka Snops Tour

BNSF 8191 and BNSF 1975 sit in the Wreck Line outside Topeka Shops.
Ewan Shortess photo.
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BNSEMEIEka Shops Tour
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While walking to the Main Office Entry, I
shot some more wrecked locomotives.
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z Eriday Morning June 7
BNSF Topeka Shops Tour

Putting on provided PPE (Personal Protective Equipment - vests, hardhats, safety glasses, ear

plugs and boots) at the Topeka Shops prior to the tour.
Kent Charles Photo.
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BNSF Topeika Snops Tour

GN #3600, shop “goat" at BNSF Topeka shops, Topeka, KS, June 7, 2019.

Aric Van de Vord photo.
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On the shop floor. Kent Charles Photo.
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BNSF Topeka Shg s Tour . e \

Close-up of BNSF SD40-2 #1828. Per
BNSF's system this is a straight up
SD40-2, it was "brand new" on April
1, 1974 in W Burlington, IA. It was
built as BN 6380.

Mark Steenwyk Photo.
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Kent Charles Photo.
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z Eriday Morning June 7
. Ze2BNSF Topeka Shops Tour
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Unwrapping and inspecting a new crant
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Engine block being refm:bished.

Mark Steenwyk Photo
51



Friday Morning June 7
BNSF Topeka Shops Tour

Above: The line reconditioning prime movers.
Above Right: Nicholas Marsh, our guide
explaining what is being done.

Right: A piston.
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: Eriday Morning June 7
BNSF Topeka Shops Tour

Future snowplows (left) and brand new snowplow (right). We will see the final painted snowplow

version at Argentine Yard Diesel Service facility on Saturday.

Mark Steenwyk photo.
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BNSF Topeka Shops Tour

day Morn
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Group photo at BNSF Topeka shops, Topeka, KS, June 7, 2019.

Benjamin Hucker Photo
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Friclay Morning June 7
Raillfanning Topeia
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2019 Convention

Friclay Morning Jung 7
Raillfanning Topeaia

Maric Steenwyi photo,
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Friclay Morning June 7
“wiRallfanning Topeaika
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2019 Convention

Friday Morning June 7
Rallfanning Topelka
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Friday June 7

Lunch

Following our
Topeka Shops tour,
a number of us ate
lunch at the Iron
Rail in downtown
Topeka, KS. Some
of the interesting
railroad themed art
displayed at the
Restaurant.
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st Friday Afternoon June 7

Railfanning

The Great Overland Station in Topeka, former Union Pacific Passenger Depot.

Ewan Shortess Photo.
71



2019 Convention

Friczy Aftarnoon Juns 7
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2019 Convention

_Fricay Afternoon June 7
Raillfanning
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Friclay Arternoon June 7
Rallfanning
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2019 Convenclios

Friclzy Artarnoon Jisls 7/
Pallfanning

( CHECKED BAGGAGE )

_,AGGAGE CHECK IN HOURS
"TRAIN 4 600A TO 645A
TRAIN 3 600P TO 1000P

TRAIN SCHEDULES

TRAIN ARRIVALS DEPARTS

653 A 728 A
815 A

255 P
400P

940 P
1000P 1043P

NO TICKETS ISSUED 5 MIN OF DEPARTURE.

THANK YOU FOR RIDING AMTRAK!

Union Station schedule
board, Kansas City, MO.

Aric Van de

Vord photo



Friday Evening June 7
Modeling showcase
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N Scale Models by John Adams.
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z Friday Evening June 7

Modeling showcase

HO scale models by Mark Steenwyk.
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ek Friday Evening June 7
BNSF Railway Kansas City Overview

Argentine yard - Transfe

Transfer Drags to:
BNSF Murray Yard (N Kansas City, MO)
UP 18" St Yard (Kansas City, KS)
UP Neff Yard (Kansas City, MO)
KCS/CP Knoche Yard (Kansas City, MO)
NS Avondale Yard (N Kansas City, MO)

Localindustry Drags to:
Job 122 Industries around Argentine
Job 123 Olathe/Gardner/Ottawa, KS
Job 191 19'5!YNH£FISMS¢
L CHI0071 Marcaline Sub 1o Marceline, MO

rs and Locals

Memphis, TN

Wichita, KS

Dodge City, KS
Amarilio South Yard, TX
Tulsa, OK

Lincoln, NE

Willmar, MN

Fasco, WA

Eola, IL

McCook, NE
Chattanooga, TN (via NS)

vals and Departures

Memphis, TN
Wichita, KS

Dodge City, KS
Amarilio South Yard, TX

Tulsa, OK
Lincoin, NE
Northtown, MN
Laurel, MT
Temple, TX
Belen, NM
Barstow, CA

A few example slides of Ewan’s overview of BNSF in Kansas City.
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ek Friday Evening June 7

BNSF Railway Kansas City Overview

s and Departures

St Joseph, MO (And Back)
Kansas City. KS (Argentine Yard)
Kansas City, MO (Knoche Yard)®

» rc tem
*Unit Grain and Coal Trains are interchanged with the K5 from Murray

J142 10™ St Yard and North Industries
R HLA456 Kearney Missouri Industries
R HLABS11 Ft Scoft Sub (Merriam to Spring Hill)

KAW Drag KAW River Railroad Intercha nge

A few example slides of Ewan’s overview of BNSF in Kansas City.
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Friday Evening June 7
BNSF Railway Kansas City Overview

Emporia Sub - Grain

poria Sub - Grain Special Moves

Em
« Carglll Moves Raw Destination City
Material Slurry for
their “Sweet Bran
Cattie Feed
* They Use First

* Origins: Eddyville,
IA; Fort Dodge, IA
Council Bluffs, 1A

* Destinations
Bovina, TX and
Dalhart, TX

BNSF Interchanges Unit Grain Trains with; et
mmmm-mamumsoumue. I
k -MMMMMM&

A few example slides of Ewan’s overview of BNSF in Kansas City.
82
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e Saturday Morning June 8

Argentine Yard Tour

Loading the tour bus at BNSF’s Argentine Yard, Kansas City, KS. Our tour guide for the

morning is Ewan Shortess (second from left in safety vest).

Kent Charles photo.
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Argentine Yard Tour;

Larry, Mark, Terry, Dave, Thomas, Brian,
Kent, Mike, Dan, Vasyl, and John at first
stop in Argentine Yard tour. Mark is
telling us about the Argentine Tower (no
longer in use) and crew facilities in this
part of the yard. I-635 overpasses are
just to the west of the tower, Kansas

City, KS.
Aric Van de Vord photo.
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Satlrday Morning Juns 3
Argantineg fard Tour




urdary Morning Jung 8
Argeanting f(zard Tour

The group retarders as seen from the bus.




Our next stop

Ben assistin e bus driver with directions.

88



2019 Convention

Saturday Morning Juns 3
Argenting fzard Tour
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Saturday:MornimgJdune 8

Argentine Yard Tour




/2 4

Inside the HUMPYARD CREW SIGNAL building; Richard Thomas, BNSF Signal Technician,
gives us an overview of the computer systems working the hump and its retarders.
Wow, this is so cool!

91



Saturday Morning June 8
Argentine Yard Tour
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Inside the HUMPYARD CREW SIGNAL building, various computer screens give yard status and

you can watch the action out the front windows at the same time.
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Saturday Morning June 8

Argentine Yard Tour
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Inside the HUMPYARD B
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various computer screens
give yard status.

N

_ﬁi =

n=R
et d . T 1 T TR TS -

LR

I need one of these neat
computer programs for my
N scale Crandic RR hump
yard.

. I
ETET

————

L]

i = !.‘-“ ]
i

i1

TR

M

=
]
i
»
»
(]
"
i
]
-
]
"
»
"
i
»
.
I
i
o
1
]
H

r—

e
93



il Saturday Morning June 8

Argentine Yard Tour

D 2@ DuAldAma

€60 26 EwAlgsRe

11 :PT2 L B
HUMP CREST CHNEM o1
06708719 09: 3BT

HUHP 'EREST CNPY
PE/DB-19 o8 :fa's i 3

86 P0slosne

Inside the HUMPYARD CREW SIGNAL building, a car can / h

be followed all the way to its classification track from a
camera mounted on the canopy of the hump. The top left
shows a tank car leaving the crest, the screen in the
middle shows the same tank car in the group retarders,
and in the lower right, the tank car is entering its
classification track while a gondola starts down.
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= Saturday Mornm '-June 8 '
Argentine Yard T@ e,

-_— o = e

SLOW
APPROACH
DOOR WITH

CAUTION

—— S o — st

Inside the HUMPYARD CREW SIGNAL
building is a garage for ATVs used by the
the Signal crew who are also responsible
for fixing the retarders. Note the hula girl
on the hood.



il Saturday Morning June 8

Argentine Yard Tour

Moving a damaged car.

Kent Charles photo.
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Urday Morning Juns 3 Argontine LLIT
Argantineg LMIT Tour ' :
“Proud to be a diverse group of
Professionals committed to

Safety as a core value”

a1

B%ive M aintenance Inspection Terminal (LMIT).




2019 Cc

SauiGdayaorning June 8
AVERWNE LMIT Tour

/

Left: Matt Brallier, BNSF General Foreman
II, our tour guide.
Right: required PPE.
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il Saturday Morning June 8
Argentine LMIT Tour
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Artist rendition of what the final facility build-out will look like.
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Saturday Morning June 8
Argentine LMIT Tog-

-

Matt Brallier, our BNSFd(far right in whitefhardha about maintenance

procedures.
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Saturday Morning June 8
Argentine LMIT our _»

MU‘H ATTACH By

/ + = #

Above: The wheel-truing bay (grinding the

locomotive wheels back into the proper

profile).

Top right: wheel-truing station.

Bottom Right: wheel-truing grinder head.
Benjamin Hucker photos.
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Saturday Morning Juns 3
Argantineg LMIT Tour
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2019 Corlyaneion

- Saturday-Morning June 8‘ =23 .
= ‘Argentine LMIT T_oﬂ'- : :

This building is the Diesel Servicing Facility where locomotives are refueled and resupplied.
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}:urday Morning June 8
Argentine LMIT Tour
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This is where thé{fL84/368 8hy speeHDHE are compIELen:
(]

B \

and Ben reading the “"TASK AT HAND / JOE} BRLEFIN GpGHEGH b‘fi@;ﬁ e pr 'raﬁ]va
maintenance line in Argentine Diesdl Shops —Jiot@ thejedipibyee {g=OutaID’s han ig fromm)
the blue SAFETY FIRST placard — Idéomotive &2 nrbt be sthrted of miovediuntil those'
employees are accounted for — Kansas City, KS. Aric/Van de Vord photo.
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Saturday Morning Juns 3
Arganting LMIT Tour

<

TF

|

Ia'll.
§
§
]
-4

£J JJ“JJHC"

oy X T




Saturday Morning June 8
Argentine LMIT Tour

Lunch room tabletop emblem.
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Saturday Morning June Ti

Argentine LMIT Tour
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AI‘IC Van de Votd photo.
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Snowplows like we saw at the Topeka shops on Friday.
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z Saturday Morning June 8

Argentine Yard Tour

rmma SAFETY ===~

PIFH!I]FE 5;_’ .
Ll- AD BY. ‘._.-f' T

e -ﬂ--*

E\rH‘TTHF LINEXIPE {""I'FD

FOR SAFETY
All Forklifts And Caris
Must Sound Horn Before
Passing Through Or By
Doorways And Corners

Various safety reminders.

Kent Charles and Pat Lana photos.
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Aftarnoor Jig
Pailfanning

Overhead shot of power being
lined up at west end of Argentine

Yard, Kansas City, KS.
Aric Van de Vord photo.
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Jzilrday Afearnoon Junas 8
Hailfznning

BNSF 6910 leads the G EDYDHT5. 05A across the Missouri River at Sibley, Missouri. This feed
_train carries cattle feed slurry from Eddyyville, IA to Dalhart, TX for Cargill.

‘== Ewan Shortess pho}o.
LAY 118
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iturdzy Aftarnoon Juns 8
Fealfanning
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A Man|festtra|n frdm Kansas Clty, SO 5 crosses Eastbound on the Slbley _
Bridge. .7 s [ e . _ Ewan Shortess photo.
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Railfanning
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turday Arcaernoon June
Raillfanning




“Pat, “the troll'under the bridge” at Santa Fe Jct ==bglow the se
Umm‘u?,aaflc from|the north crossing of. the Kansas River beh ﬂer,;J,J g,umr 2, to tracks leading to
Union Station to the left (east). Above on third tier level, a BNSFA T R R is movin 19 2asthoun rJ -

(previous photo) BNSE Ft. Scott Subd|V|S|on is reached at ground level by ;
green hillside behind Pat then heading south. Kansas City, MO.
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turday Arearnoon Juns 8
Mallfanning




019 Conventic

Sat LJJ‘JJ" Ar 2rnoe ne8

o
‘{'l‘.‘.‘-, ol

Vince and Vasyl hang out in the shade at Santa Fe Junction (note the tower) waiting for some
action. Shortly afterwards a very polite police woman showed up and asked us to move to a more!’

“public” location a little farther from the tracks. Dave Poplawski photo.
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Sztlrdzy Aftarnoon Junas 8
Hailfznning

rlaziding out of tne ‘j SasRvaeenier downtown Kansas City, MO. One of
tha mors unusuzl s tac IyNSReRsB I BIIdiberglass Hereford bull
raplica by Pzl D,,Jgsn I": 5 Ll fagi tall z FOMmM NOSE Lo Al SIS IJ r,w, r hes.

rla }ms no ¢ Jff] ~]=JJ fams LY
wWill =) iy, Source: hitps:/ /keparks.Ore
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https://kcparks.org/places/the-hereford-bull-2/

Mo Rule '-3

Saturday Afternoon June 8
Railfanning

: IR ¥ '.' ’ '\"\L -
Some-of us decided to do a little model railroad railfanning anigatiEdos aﬁC-}é,BQer Line HO

scale railroad. The Insert above is the back of his custom T-Shijg#¥
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Irclay Afternoon June | e

TWE e

aa a = , ; . .
Railfanning — #ﬁﬂmﬁﬂg

e
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Mark’s Beer Line HO scale railroad was featured in the November, 2011 Model Railroader
magazine.




Mark demonstrating his lift out aisle bridges.



2019 Convention ..
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-

Saturday Arternoon Juns 8
Rallfanning

Mo Rule '-3

e

A

More information on Mark’s Beer Line HO scale railroad can be found at

http:/ /kcprairierail.org/layouts/steenwyck/steenwyk.html.
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il Saturday Eveni

Banquet

sane KANEAS CITY 5 ORIGINARL «+ ==

Source:
https://www.herefordhouse.com/leawood.html

Our Annual Banquet was held at the Leawood,
KS Location of Hereford House.

Even with the misspellings, it was nice that
Hereford House prepared a menu for us.

The Food was wonderful!

Welcomes
Friend"s

of
Burlington Nothern Railroad

May 8, 2019

Tor Slarters
Garden Salad

Entrée Choices
12 0z. Prime Rib
Slow roasted to perfection and rubbed with our signature
seasonings. Served with aujus.

Chicken Piccata ’
Boneless chicken breasts, lightly breaded and pan seared,
topped with artichokes, tomatoes, and capers in a bechamel
sauce.

Mashed Potatoes & Green Beans

Outlaw Pasta w/ Shrimp
Fettuccine noodles tossed with broccoli and red peppers.
Topped with Parmesan Cheese and served wih Garlic Bread.
(does not include accompaniments)

Jor Dessert
Vour choice of:
Chocolate Cake, Carvot Cake, or Vanifla Cheesecake



https://www.herefordhouse.com/leawood.html

Satdrday Evening June 8

Banquet

BT S e

RArcwAy e

Josh Pope

TERMNAL MAKADGER

682019

Josh Pope, Terminal Manager, BNSF Railway was our Banquet Speaker at the Hereford House

in Leawood, KS.
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Saturday Evening June 8

Bancguet

Flooding Impacting Operations in Midwest

s + 019 Convention
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Saturday June 8
Auction

‘ ' .
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After the bal;quet, John auctioned the items on the table to the right. In this photo everyone
is concentrating hard not to twitch so John does not think they raised their hand to bid.

However, Ben is ready to pull the trigger! Auction proceeds go to FOBNR.
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= Kansas City, Kansas

Credits

A Special THANK YOU to Ewan Shortess,
— e shown here in front of the Argentine Diesel

s sty S 1Y Service Facility, for his efforts to get us into

' ' l A0 |, 'm. BNSF's Topeka and Argentine facilities.

The convention was truly fascinating and

informative.

Thanks, Ewan!
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ol Kansas City, Kansas

Credits
Our Thanks to:

* Ben Hucker, Dave Poplawski, Ewan Shortess, John Adams and Mark
Steenwyk for their leadership in organizing this great convention.

* The contributors (Kent Charles, Ben Hucker, Dave Poplawski, Ewan
Shortess, Mark Steenwyk and Aric Van de Vord) who provided excellent
photos and information to use in this presentation.

* Dave Poplawski for posting this PowerPoint on the FOBNR Website.

- and most of all, to the Officers, Board Members and volunteers
who keep the FOBNR running so well.

Great Job, Guys!
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Some Final Notes:

FO R

BURLINGTON NORTHERN

Why do/Jd attend conventions like the FOBNR?

‘Because of the lifelong friendships I form,
Y Ziy

‘the places I‘can get into that I norma
in the Vanc verTW?shigdn/

June 10-13, 2020

12019 FOBNR Con entianj/\?\j
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Bonus Shots by Aric Van de Vord

tzlcan after the convention
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BIISF rail train zastbound out of ArJ'—u"‘ ) i tza) Fe Junction, undsr Unlon Pacific
ovar 1GEnNsas iJ‘_/—'r, ADOLUL Lo cross tne ' | ourl, neading out to tha MNorthzas
Industrial DiStrict of Kansas it s Ji,up.p ' y 2019,

Aric van de Yord Photo.




Bonus Shots by Aric Van de Vord

taken arter the convention

3 &

ne at -'MidtK

Fae " g TN

3N0D37$a0303 CIEY el



2019 Convention

s Shots by Aric Van de Yord

taken after the convention
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Bonus Snots by Aric Yan ce Yord
taken after the convention
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2019 Convention

BSonls Snots oy Aric Van e VYord

taken after the convention

Above: Westbound wind turblne traln on the Marcellne Sub (BNSF transcon),gomgby the )
Marceline depot (now Walt Disney Hometown Museum), Marceline, MO, June 9, 2019.

Below: Disneyland R.R. #2546 at city park in Marceline, MO, June 9, 2019.
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2019 Convention

Sonls Snots oy Aric Van s Yord

Pzlear) Afear tna convarkion

Above: Eastbound BNSF stack train passing city park in Edgerton, just south of Logistics Park
Kansas City on Emporia Sub (BNSF transcon) Edgerton, KS, June 10, 2019.

Below: Minutes later, another eastbound BNSF stack train passing city park in Edgerton.
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Sonls Snots oy Aric Van da Yord

taken afterthe convention
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