Friends of the Burlington Northern RR
2015 Convention
Minneapolis, Minnesota

—_-__—
AL wAay

Twin Cities Division

Please Do Not Copy or Duplicate.
Contains Copyrighted Material.
Advance Slides by Mouse Click.

PowerPoint slides and Photos by Patrick Lana, MMR unless otherwise noted.

Photos have been compressed-to reduce file size so quality may vary.



Minneapolis, Minnesota

BURLINGTON BURLINGTON BURLINGTON BURLINGTON
NORTHERN NORTHERN NORTHERN NORTHERN

Introduction

The Friends of the Burlington Northern Railroad (FOBNR) historical society was
chartered in 1993 to gather, preserve, and share information about the history.
and the current operations of the Burlington Northern Railroad. In 1996,
following the merger between Burlington Northern and Santa Fe, the group voted
to follow the Burlington Northern from 1970 to 1995 and the BNSF from 1995 to
the present. The Group's quarterly publication, The BN Expediter, is the voice of
the organization that shares news about the group’s activities, BN historical data,
and current operations of the railroad. The society also has an annual convention
at some location on the BNSF system with programs, tours, displays, a banquet
with a keynote speaker, and a business meeting. Continued:


http://www.fobnr.org/expediter/expediter.htm
http://www.fobnr.org/convention/information.htm

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Introduction

Continued:

This PowerPoint presentation highlights the June 24-27, 2015 Friends of the
Burlington Northern RR (FOBNR) annual convention in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Four of us Coloradans attended the 2015 FOBNRR convention in the Twin Cities.

Travis Searls and I rode with Rodney Black from his home in Louisville, CO. John

Parker drove separately as he visited relatives in Minneapolis where he grew up.

The three of: us left approximately 7am from Rodney’s house on June 23.

Naturally, we rail-fanned across CO, NE and IA to MN and the Twin Cities.
N-Joy’

Patrick Lana, MMR



Friends of the Burlington Northern RR

ruasd=y, Juns 23, 2015

. L fll',st photo tak& th June 23 butitisity [0 Gfrner-BNeggmes which I thought =
was an |mporta it way m -0BNR slldé.show' We had left: 11 -‘UP__R ma ‘h‘-&us 30, at Grand
Island, NE for S 34 &'ﬂi‘"e §ﬁ§ ‘ : WE -~ —— A

ex:BN 2809, e)é- UP 829 — remat'nufactured by M-K to GP39-2 standards on 2/28/89; to BNSF
3800/0n4/11/01.



Tuesday, June 23, 2015

Right:
Meet West of North Platte, NE on
UPRR Mainline.

The power, communication and signal
lines and poles are still up here even
though they are not used so I wanted to
get some photos before they are removed.
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Left:
UP DD40X #6900

on display in Kenefick Park
overlooking the Missouri River.
This is my last photo of the day
as we passed through Omaha, NE
on our way to Council Bluffs , TA
where we stayed the night.




Wednesday, June 24, 2015

Wednesday was a great day

for eating!
Right photo: Rodney (left in photo)
and I about to dig into the famous
cinnamon rolls of the Machine Shed in
Urbandale, IA. It sure beat the Super 8
breakfast in Council Bluffs but poor
Travis was watching his weight so did
not partake of this very large culinary
delight. To work off some calories, we
stopped at Hobby Haven in Des Moines,
IA before heading North. :
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AmericInn Hotel
Left Photo: We arrived at the
Mounds View, MN hotel about 4pm
where the convention was held.
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? (W1 ,_& “All Aboard Dinner”
Py, The welcome dinner. was held at the
Exchange in New Brighton, MN. More
good food and a chance to meet old
friends and new acquaintances with
whom we would enjoy the next 3 days
together at the convention!

After dinner we toured this club in Coon
Rapids, MN. The Club leases a 5,000 sq ft
basement for its huge but well detailed HO : H &
scale layout. Above photo shows the Club’s = _4 \{V'-a o y ) T | et
quarry scene. Photo to the right is their &4 o
Beaver. Pond scene. More Club info is
available at http://www.nmmrc.org/.

Both Photos by Gary Seymour



http://www.nmmrc.org/

ThurStay, June 25, 2015

driving and Travis (right) naVigating., We are following John' Adams car. Just barely visible in

the rear view mirror is our local gmde, John Parker;"who now lives in Colorado but grew up in
Minneapolis. No, that is not a_police motorcycle escort.

On,The Road Again!
Thursday morning found us ¢ rp ollng to' the'B:? St. CroixiSubdivision with Rodney (left)
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Thursday, June 25, 2015
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Above: FOBNR railfans doing what
they do best as Eastbound (EB) oil
train passes through Prescott, WI.

Right: EB oil train emerging from
the St. Croix River lift bridge in
Prescott, WI.

Both photos by Dave Poplawski
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Thursday, June 25, 2015

Seetound iU
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Railfanning at Diamond
Bluff Siding, WI.



Thursday, June 25, 2015

TRESPASSING ON
RAILWAY PROPERTY

IS ILLEGAL

2N
OFFENDERS WILL
BE PROSECUTED

BNSF POLICE
1-800-832-5452

5 Photo by Kent Charles

- , Maiden Rock ,WI

k- “A\ We ate our box Iunches 1]

st  the Maiden Rock Park which

is between the railroad
tracks and the river—

A great railfan location.

- A

Photo by Gary Seymour:
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Thursday, June 25, 2015

Flat Pennies in Bay City, WI provided our box lunches.
After lunch we split up to railfan to Alma and then back to St. Paul.
Some of us even took in the Twin Cities Hobby shops of Scale Model Supplies and Hub Hobby.
We found some real treasures.
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Tnursday, Juns 235, 2015
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Friends of the Burlington Northern RR

Trnursday, Junas 235, 2015

Northtown Yard from 44th Ave. Bridge.

Downtown Minneapolis is in the background. Note Hump to left.



Friends of the Burlington Northern R

Tnursday, Juna 235, 2015
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Photo by Gary Seymour



Friendg of the Burlington Northern RR

Tnursday, Juns 235, 2015

The FOBNR Membership Meeting began at S8PM.

You can tell from the board members present that it was a long, exhausting but enjoyable day.
& S ——— \
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“Most men who have really lived have had. in
great adventure. This railway is mine.” wrote James
Great Northern Railway employees upon his retire t
Throughout his long working life Hill remained a titanic
fn the economic transformation of the Northwest as |
rallroads encouraged Iimmigrant settiements, agricult
development and commercial expansion. y

Hill was born in southern Canada in 1838 and began his career
in transportation as a 17- year-old “mud clerk™ on the bustling
t. Paul levee. He spent 20 years in the shipping business on the
ississippi and Red rivers, and in 1878 along with several other
investors he purchased the nearly bankrupt St. Paul and Pacific
Railroad. Hill toiled ceaselessly during the next two decades to
push the line north to Canada and the west across the Great
Plains and Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean. “When we are
all dead and gone,” Hill declared of the renamed Great Northern
Railway, ‘“‘the sun will shine, the rain will fall, and this
railroad will run as usual.”
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_ The population of St. Paul expanded dramaticall
” v'm"n'j n?i’yi!mﬂncn and civic leaders began bu,n:iur:;nqhtsh:iol:fg"
zgf}rdyf_eg{;i_lopg the bluffs overlooking the city. Forty- six ne:
;ﬁ{m i were: constructed on Summit Avenue between 1882 -1886
~ James| J. Hill tore down the first house ever built on Summps
?{A 1€/ to. construct a house that symbolized his success and
. him, his wife Mary and their large family.

The red sandstone mansion was designed in th
s;:.‘-;,il_ehgrdnonlan Romanesque style by Bo:qton architetctec P::b';?ye.
{ Stearns and Furber. Completed in 1891, the 36,000 square foot
| | residence immediately became the largest and most expensive
' | house in Minnesota. The interior featured carved oak and
. © mahogany woodwork, stained glass, gilding and crystal chandeliers.
A two-story skylit art gallery at the east end of the first

A4 floor. showcased Hill's extensive collection of French paintings. | “Empire Builder ” Hill pursued a vast network of rélated
Innovative  technical systems provided central heating. t businesses: coal and iron ore mining, electric and waterpower
gas. and electric lighting, plumbing, ventilation. security development, Great Lakes and Pacific Ocean shipping. agriculture
and’ communication. and milling, banking and finance. Hill supported many educ;a‘t‘ion:l

built the St. Paul Public Library along with the
rh"y pill maintained a watchful eye over the household, ERISNG :'::::"e‘:\'ci:nlllb:anrdy tll:at bears his name. He spoke atq countless
'ozlatih:l:::tr:. :',::1’:3;,.;": :':c":,,qt‘,gg f.:r";:et:l.d"? \:‘,?I'l‘lmq nMu-K:r;m: county fairs and civic organizations on scientific aqucultuze
’ en AN NCAIRICY jces. Presidepts sought his financitl
in 1899. After her death in 1921, the children gave the house to SRAUPOSRA. LREINERE - PERCH 06N. ?
" } tional concerns.
the Archdlocele’ of St. Paul, and until 1978 it was used as a school, l Rigport and :fc:e':.of::a:ﬂ:‘te.o:e:::,lnoanlnlf:r';?;niem:fmgegna
residence, and office building by the it
o, fhurch. Designated a National Historic g vy “A“"‘e‘r“:'; Jﬂhﬂ;;'ed- 2':” ;‘:: ‘2"9 ':l‘;ws“"':"w
}_ andmark {n 1961, the dJames J. Hill | ; st ' po: 1
('(b house is now a historic site operated by ¥ {(b of the ‘;";"h'el",."‘ 60’; e-powerlu
s the Minnesota Historical Society. ! o RREres © o Vet ,.?“'n N
ERECTED BY THE MINNESOTA MISTORICAL SOCIETY > 'l CRECTED AY THE H'N't‘:‘llt:rl ORTOAL
'"Y»_.’:‘ — — - - - I'L'v s e . 1
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After a hearty breakfast at the Hotel, we were up and at ‘em by 8:30am. Our first stop was the
James J. Hill Mansion.



Friday, June 26, 2015

Front View of the James J. Hill Mansion.
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Rear View of the James 1. Hill Mansion.
Mr. Hill was known as the “"Empire Builder” for his role in the westward expansion of the railroads.
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g Room Leather WaIIs & Gold
\ Ceiling
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Portrait of the “Empire Builder”
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House Guard Rabblt = At The James J. Hill Mansion. Preparmg toleave via the K|tchen
Photo by Kent Charles Porch
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Friday, June 26, 2015

Above and below. Saint Paul"Unlon
Depot Train Deck Detail

T Pngkg oy iGEnE enarlay

Left: Dave and John playing Ping Pong on
Train Deck
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UNION DEPOT

S5T. PAUL, MINMESOTA

Additional Information on the Saint Paul Union Depot can be found on their website:
http://www.uniondepot.org/



| [ o
UNION DEPOT

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA

Group Photo at
Saint Paul

Union Depot
Photo by Tour Guide
and posted on SPUD
Facebook page.
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The tour guide also
presented us with a
poster and book on
SPUD to be
auctioned at our
Saturday evening
FOBNR Auction.

i —

Thank you, SPUD!
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Following the group
photo, we were off
to our third tour of
the day: The
Jackson Street
Roundhouse.
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Some highlights around the Jackson Street Roundhouse.
After shooting this sequence of photos, I suddenly realized I was alone as the tour. guide and
group I was with had disappeared. I quickly returned to the roundhouse but missed seeing the
equipment in the building out back!



Some highlights Inside the Jackson Street Roundhouse.
I soon found John also without a group. So we kept looking on our. own until we caught up with
another group.
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http://www.mtmuseum.org/
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At 7p|4iday evening/ Mf surneNStanding)gayeaWeryanteresting and informative two hour
slide presentation onghegvin: Cities zjfj's'__-_]ﬁi'j‘ SNEmergeriion retired, he was BN Terminal
Manager when BN TWihi Citiesiyardsswereicombinedinto.an effective and efficient system. Mr;

Currie has-also-writteljifor the FOBNR Expeditors

The presentation-was followed by an EG hﬂ;oar ‘meeting and then Bob Koetz's slides
presented by Andy Koetz, Bob’s son;,The Slides lasted into the wee morning hours. Friday was
another long and exhausting but fun day! S >

Y nd
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Saturday, Juns 27, 2015

Riding the
Northstar
Corridor

On the road again
at 8am Saturday
and headed for Big
Lake, MN which is _ L s
the NW end of i - ¢
line. It is 40 miles R \*
to Target Field in . . 1 (e e %

Minneapolis.

Photo by Kent Charles - ¢k ’ 7 (
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http://mn-getonboard.com/ncda.html

_Friends of the Burlington Morthern RR

Saturday, Juneg 27,2t ?J‘\\\
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TR RS S S sB oth Photos Kent Charles
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Saturday, June 27, 2015

- . .

Kent Charles took this photo from the Northstar train, not sure of exact location.
BN 12373 was built by International Car Div., PACCAR in July 1980. Internet
reports it is used as a shoving platform for the 11 mile run to the power plant in
Monticello and in local freights.



Friends of the Burlington Nortl;,ern RR

Saturday, Juns 2722015

- : Riding the Northstar/ .
For the return trip to Big Lake, wemoved to seats facmg t11




Friends of the Burlington Northern

Szrurday, Juna 27, 201035

Riding the Northstar

A view of‘another train set as we approached the Big Lake Station. Photo taken from our, tram
looking NW.
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Friends of the Burlington Northern RR

Saturday, Juna 27, 2015

. -0adifNg at the station. ing
Do El@ e lintiar fail earn ba found at hito:/ /mn-gztonboard.com/neda, himl,
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Friends of the Burlington Northern RR

Saturday, Juns 27, 20135
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I was not there, I'had to use this beautlful photo by Gary Seymour.



Saturday, June 27, 2015

Stone Arch Bridge
I so badly wanted to get photos of Pig’s Eye Yard in St. Paul so that is where we headed.
Unfortunately, we could not get close enough to get any photos. So we went to the Stone Arch

Bridge over. the Mississippi in Minneapolis. It is the only arched bridge made of stone on the
entire length of the Mississippi River.




Saturday, June 27, 2015

During the “happy hour” prior to the 6pm FOBNR Banquet;,
we had a chance to reminisce about the day and the convention.



Saturday, June 27, 2015

Northstar Commuter Rail

Jan E. Ruby, Sr
Northstar Suburban Operations

June 27, 2015
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After the excellent FOBNR Banquet,
Mr. Jan Ruby, BNSF’s Northstar Suburban Terminal Manager spoke on the
Northstar Commuter Rail.
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Some items I purchased at the Auction.
All are now on my memorabilia shelves in my Train Room. The Auction concluded the FOBNR
2015 convention and having said farewell to our EOBNR Friends, the next day we would hit the
road for home.
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Sundzy, Juna 28, 2015
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the front seat.
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Friends of the Burlington Northern RR

Sunday, Junes 28, 2015

EB UPRR Stack Train somewhere in Western Io
On the way home, we again railfanned across -
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Sunday, June 28, 2015
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Friends of the Burlington Northern RR

Sundzy, Juns 28, 2015

As, the sun setsin the western sky,; I.catch this'last shot of the day from
: the rear seat of the car. -
We willlovernight at a Super8i(where'Rodney again takesithe rollaway) and have supper at a &
Penny’s Dinerin'NorthiPlatte s NE-Itiooksiand feelsiallotlike’Penny’s Diner in Bill, WY which &=
we' ate'at comingthome fromthe2011-FOBNR" conventlon IniGillette, WY..In Googlift ,‘Pm‘
Diner”, I find there is also a Penny S me Glendiyve avher e theﬁf:lf FOBNR'convention is

-

to be held! R
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The last day of the trip found us railfanning West from North Platte to
Brule, NE on the UPRR Mainline.




Friends of the Burlington Northern RR

Monday, Juns 29, 20135

‘BNSF 2625 and BNSF 2897 at Hudson, CO:

Andithe Iést photo“of the: trlp iISiotia'BNSEocallswitchingithesndustries. Hey, even'thoughitis
apoorigualityphoto) Shotat 75mph; it doesishow a DS iocoun BNicolors!

BNSE2897:GPS9-2RASIEX-BN2897.GP39M; Ex-SP6607 GP35 EX2SPy/105 Former model'GP35
BuilDeci64 andréemanufactured to=2:standardsibyiMorrnison-Knudsen, Boise'1D:- Redesignated
from GP39Mito'GP39=2R! bypBNSF In Deci07/: The “R™indicates that the unit is powered'by a 16
cylinder engine instead of ‘a'standard 12 cylinder. —Robert C. Del Grosso

BNSE2625 GP39-3 (some sources call |t a -3R)'Is Ex=BNSE2554 GP35/ATSF2854:2 [ATSE3354
JATSEALSSAIBUIILAPI65 KentiGharles is not'sure who did the rebuild to -3 standard. This is at
jeast thethirdrebuilldierithistiocomotive:
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Credits
My Thanks to:

 Peter Ferch and John McKenzie for organizing this great convention.

- The contributors (Rodney Black, Kent Charles, Dave Poplawski, Gary
Seymour, Travis Searls) who provided excellent material to use in this
presentation.

- Kent Charles for identifying various locomotives in the presentation and
for sharing a hotel room during the convention.

- Dave Poplawski for posting this on the FOBNR Website.

» and most of all, to the Officers and Board Members who keep the FOBNR
running well.

Great Job, Guys!



Some Final Trip Notes:

or TRAINS

Rodney figured we put about 2,275 miles on his car and averaged 37 mpg. Of the five days we
were on the road, the weather was good andthe railfanning was great. I managed to take just
under 300 photos so what you see here of my photos is only a sample.

And the story on the BN playing cards used during this presentation? Dave Poplawski was
about to get the cards at-an-incredibly low price from the FOBNR Auction so I tripled his bid as
the auctioneer said “Going twice....”. After all, the FOBNR Auction' was a fund raiser!
Dave/was ableto bid me up later on another item in the auction, "extracting a modicum of

revenge.”-Greatfun!

Hope to see you in Glendive; MT

for the'2016 FOBNR Convention!
D toickh ccé’%rza




