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Introduction

The Friends of the Burlington Northern Railroad (FOBNR) historical society was
chartered in 1993 to gather, preserve, and share information about the history
and the current operations of the Burlington Northern Railroad. In 1996 following
the merger between Burlington Northern and Santa Fe, the group voted to follow
the Burlington Northern from 1970 to 1995 and the BNSF from 1995 to the
present. The Group's quarterly publication, The BN Expediter, is the voice of the
organization that shares news about the group's activities, BN historical data, and
current operations of the railroad. The society also has an annual convention at
some location on the BNSF system with programs, tours, displays, a banquet with
a keynote speaker, lots of railfanning, and a business meeting.

This slide show highlights the June 6-9, 2019 FOBNR Convention and Membership
Meeting in Aurora, IL. The convention planning committee was Benjamin Hucker

(left) and Dave Poplawski (right front). & 4.
We hope you N-Joy! : »%‘-‘ '

(photo by Kent Charles)


http://www.fobnr.org/expediter/expediter.htm
http://www.fobnr.org/convention/information.htm
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Optional pre-convention operating session at Ted Schnepf's Milwaukee Road O-
Scale layout in Elgin, Il. Calmar (IA) Yard on the layout. For more on this railroad

see: http:/ /railsunlimited.ribbonrail.com/FoxValley/layout.html

Benjamin Hucker Photo
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http://railsunlimited.ribbonrail.com/FoxValley/layout.html
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HISTORY OF THE ROUNDHOUSE

It began with a meeting of business men from Aurora and Batavia in late 1848 that led to
the issuing of a state charter for the Aurora Branch Railroad on February 12, 1849. Tweive

ia & Burlington, putting i
Iillll“ .I l‘.‘-lluu" mﬁmlﬁmdhCllO MI:::I:

shops and
mmmﬂmnmﬂnxmnwssmby i Waterhouse and built by
iHMWumdeCme structure cost
150,000.00.

Throughout the years. the complex was expanded and improved upon utilizing Fox River
mmmm-wmmmmunmwm
constructed in 1855, 1859, and 1866 ively. The first ) d y-two stalls,

iccomotives entered through the large i
portal at the south end of the round-
house onto the turntable. in this manner. 7
they could be “steered” into the appro-
mwhnmuwwmmnmﬁnwdwm
are supported by both the exterior and inferior circular walls and date back to 1878

4 ! Machine Shop A was where the major repairs
and consiruction activities took place during
the first decades of operation. Erected in 1856

, R as a two-slory building. a fire in 1863 destroyed
R mmmuﬁmwuw

Al its peak. the compiete dh almost two d
and seventy acres of land senang more than 13,000 miles of track. During twentieth
Y. ges from siruction and repawr of steam locomotives to the consiruchon

of ger cars
Shop operations were discontinued n 1974

|

1855 1974

Wednesday Evening June 6, 2018

"All Aboard" dinner at the Two Brothers

Roundhouse
Kent Charles Photos



Wednesday Evening
June 6, 2018
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— Burhngton Route
== Historical Society

Tom Whitt, President of the
Burlington Route Historical
Society (BRHS), introduced Leo

Phillipp. i g
Kent Charles Photo p 5L o e
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Wednesday Evening
June 6, 2018

Leo Phillipp telling stories of his
work in Aurora on the BN
during the 1970’s.

Leo Phillipp has also authored
for the BRHS, a series of
articles about railroading in and
around Aurora, Illinois, as
experienced by the employees

of the CB&Q.
Kent Charles Photo
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Mark Herzberger, ags & BNis Logistic Park
Chicago facnllfy al‘s for'some.of the attendees.

David Poplawski Photo
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Thursday Morning June 7, 2018

201~

BNSF LPC Intermodal Facility bus tour.
Truck drivers pass thru this building where several cameras take pictures of the

container, the pictures are reviewed for damage by an office that is off site.

Kent Charles Photo
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BNSF LPC Intermodal Facility bus tour.
The size of the main cranes is massive. RTINS




Thursday Morning June 7, 2018
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BNSF LPC Intermodal Facility bus tour.
BNSF Logistics Park Ramp and Wheeled Crane

Kent Charles Photo
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BNSF LPC Intermodal Facility bus tour.
This photo shows the number marks on the ramp so the truck driver knows where

to spot his container or where to receive his load.

Kent Charles Photo
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Thursday Morning June 7, 2018
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BNSF LPC Intermodal Facility bus tour.
BNSF unloading auto racks at Logistics Park auto facility. Auto racks are unloaded

in groups of six rail cars to maximize efficiency.

John Parker Photo
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Thursday Morning June 7, 2018

BNSF LPC Intermodal Facility bus tour.
Ready to load more cars to deliver to a local dealer.

John Parker Photo
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Friends of the Burlington Northern RF

Thursday Morning June 7, 2018
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BNSF LPC Intermodal Facility bus tour.
The bus has just returned us to the office.

Kent Charles Photo
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Friends of the Burlington Norghern RR

Tnursday Afternoon June 7, 2018
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Railfanning the Transcon in the Joliet area
A BNSF bare-table train inbound on The Racetrack at Hinsdale’s picturesque
Highlands Station.

Benjamin Hucker Photo
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Thursday Afternoon
June 7, 2018

RAILWAY

Railfanning the Transcon in the
Joliet area

A BNSF bare-table train inbound

on The Racetrack at Hinsdale's

picturesque Highlands Station.
Benjamin Hucker Photo




,Friends of the Burlington No n

Tnursday Afternoon June 7, JJ_LI

W‘M’ ll',‘

o T




Thursday Afternoon June 7, 2018

Railfanning the Transcon in the Joliet area.

Railfanning Lisle.

Kent Charles Photo
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Thursday Afternoon June 7, 2018

Railfanning the Transcon in the Joliet area.

Railfanning Lisle.

Kent Charles Photo
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Thursday Evening June 7, 2018

No photos were available of the Membership meeting followed immediately by the
FOBNR Board meeting and Member Photo Show.
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" The FOBNR group riding Metra intc‘;"C"hicago.

¥}

Benjamin Hucker Photo
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Friends of the Burlington Northern RR

Friclay Morning June 8, 2018
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” \-, -' e&ﬂhgﬁeet Facilities.
~ FOBNR attendees yere all given and hard hats as they unloaded from the

/ aIIery car to,s ' our of Metra's 14th Street maintenance facility.

David Poplawski Photo
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Friday Morning June 8, 2018

Box lunch at 14th Street facilities.
Metra Lunchroom Art.

Kent Charles Photo
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Above: Interesting statistics along
Metra’s Suburban Service Line,
operated by the BNSF Railway.

John Parker Photo.
Left: Presentation by Metra’s Clayton

Johanson at 14th Street facilities.
Kent Charles Photo
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Friday Afternoon
June 8, 2018

Tour of Metra's 14th Street

Facilities.
Left: FOBNR members toured
Metra’s 14th Street Facility,

operated by the BNSF Railway.

John Parker Photo
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Friday Afternoon June 8, 2018
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Tour of Metra's 14th Street Facilities.
Storage.

Kent Charles Photo
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Tour of Metra s 14th Street FaC|I|t|es
Inside the Shop; 3 tracks for cars, 1 for locomotives.

Kent Charles Photo
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Tour f 'Metra's 4th Street Facilitie.
Need a Part?

Kent Charles Photo
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the Burlington Northern RR
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Tour of Metra's 14th Street Facilities. =~
FOBNR Group photo at 14th Street Shops next to an EMD F40PHM-2, Metra #197.

Clayton Johanson Photo
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Friday Afternoon
June 8, 2018

Metra ride back to Union
Station.
On the way back to the gallery
car for a ride back into Chicago
Union Station and a tour of

BNSF's operations center.

David Poplawski Photo
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Metra ride back to Union Station.
The group riding on Metra from the 14th Street Yard back to Union Station.

Benjamin Hucker Photo
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Clayton Johanson, Terminal Manager - Suburban Operations, introduces the BNSF
switch crew responsible for switching the 14th Street Yard, on our way to visit the

Glass House (BNSF’s Operations Center) in Union Station.

Benjamin Hucker Photo
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Tour of BNSF's Operation Office.
ation’s BNSF Glass House. A BNSF employee coordinates a
Suburban Line arrivals and departures.

/ | _ John Parker P
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Friday Afternoon June 8, 2018

Tour of BNSF's Operation Office.




Friends of the Burlington Northern
Friday Afternoon June 8, 2018

_ Kent Charles Photo
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Friday Evening June 8, 2018
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Layout display by BSA Venture Crew 57's
HO-scale modular model railroad layout.
Their layout is a modular layout used to get
young adults (male and female, 14 to 21)
interested in railroading and model railroading,
as that is the focus of this Venture Crew.

Above left: This locomotive was custom detailed
by one of the high school aged scouts--a superb
job.

Right: The yard that that the scouts built was
complete with bi-polar LED indicator lights to
indicate the direction of the power routing to
the tracks.

Gary Seymour Photos




Friday evening |
June 8, 2018 |

Display by BSA Venture
Crew 57 with their HO- |
scale modular model

railroad layout.
Kent Charles P

Bqden Powell [
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Layout display by BSA Venture Crew 57.

Ben Hucker of the FOBNR convention planning committee handing out an FOBNR pen and a
BNSF pin to each of the Venture Crew members as a "thank you" for bringing and operating
the layout. The pins were donated by the staff at BNSF Logistics Park Chicago (intermodal

terminal) and the pens were donated by an FOBNR member.
Kent Charles Photo
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Friday Evening June 8, 2018
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Saturday Moerning June 9, 2018

Illinois Railway Museum.

FOBNR Convention Group Photo.

IRM Host Photo
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Friends of the
Burlington Northern RR

Saturday Morning Juns 9, 2018
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.5} \John Adams Photo.
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Saturday Morning June 9, 2018

. . ILLINOIS
RAILWAY
MUSEUM

Illinois Railway Museum
Tom and Ben, two budding railfans,
check out the cab of an Amtrak AEM-
7 on display at the Illinois Railway
Museum. Tom, from Connecticut,
recalled watching plenty of these go
by along the Northeast Corridor near
his home and was thrilled to be able
to climb up in one.

David Poplawski Photo
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Friends of the Burlington Northern RR
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Saturday Afternoon Junz 9, 2018

Railfanning to Rochelle Railfan Park and back to Aurora.

On the way back to Aurora, we spotted a short intermodal/autorack train parked on one of
the two tracks near Elva Road, just north of Steward. While John and Ben tried to fish out the
car keys from between the drivers seat and the console of John's rental car, the rest of us
took pictures of the train. You can just barely make out the headlight of the CSX powered oil
train stuck behind the closer train, both of which were waiting the arrival of a westbound
intermodal train.

David Poplawski Photo
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Saturday Afternoon June 9, 2018

Rallfannlng to Rochelle Railfan Park and back to Aurora.
Along the BNSF Aurora Subdivision at Elva Road, MP 78.5. (Apparently John found the car’s
keys by this time!)

John Parker Photo
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Friends of the Burlington Northern RR

Saturday Afternoon Junz 9, 2018
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Credits
My Thanks to:

* Ben Hucker and Dave Poplawski for their leadership in organizing this
great convention.

* The contributors (John Adams, Kent Charles, Ben Hucker, John Parker,
Dave Poplawski, Boras Rosser and Gary Seymour) who provided excellent
photos and information to use in this presentation.

* Dave Poplawski for posting this PowerPoint on the FOBNR Website.

- and most of all, to the Officers, Board Members and volunteers
who keep the FOBNR running well.

Great Job, Guys!

72



Some Final Notes:

Why do I attend conyventions like the FOBNR?

‘Because of the lifelong friendship
‘the places I can get into that I normally would not be able to see, and
‘because of the knowledge I gain.

What more could you ask for?
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